What is happening in the curriculum in the Summer Term?

YEAR 8

Science – Pupils will study the importance of the geological process which go to shape the Earth; how sound is transmitted and how frequency and wavelength alters the sound; how populations grow and some of the limiting factors which stop population growth.

English – The initial focus for this unit is a genre unit in which pupils study 19th Century short stories.  The pupils will be studying the novel ‘Buddy’ by Nigel Hinton or ‘Skellig’ by David Almond.  Pupils will also be completing a poetry unit as part of a transfer unit with Shelley College.

Geography – During this term the pupils will be studying Italy.  They will learn about physical and human features, the regional differences that exist and sustainability.  Pupils will also complete a Questionnaire about Crime in the local area which will be used in their first unit of work at Shelley College.

History – The pupils will continue to study Britain 1500 – 1750, in particular The Fire of London and The Plague.  Pupils will also complete a piece of work about The Industrial Revolution for Shelley College.

P.E. – In P.E. the boys will be developing cricket and softball and the girls will be involved in tennis, rounders and cricket.  All the pupils will take part in athletics, including our school sports day, Kirklees Schools Athletics competition and Chance to Shine (cricket initiative).

I.C.T. – Pupils will be learning how to use a spreadsheet, including inputting formulae.  They will consider how ICT can be used to extend and enhance jobs in a variety of situations.  Pupils will create a personal web page, aimed at a group of audiences.  They create links to other pages and web sites.  Pupils will work as a team to set up, organise and run a fund raising event.  They will develop skills on spreadsheets, database, e-mail, imaging and presentation software.

Music – This term, pupils will be involved in developing their compositional skills – working in small groups, composing, performing, recording and evaluating their work.  Together with developing their knowledge and understanding of Music Literacy, using the Heinemann ‘Music Theory Matters’ Scheme (the theory of music), pupils will also continue to develop their vocal skills.  

R.E. – This term pupils will study Buddhism as a link project with Shelley College, with a particular focus on how following this religion affects the everyday life of the believer.

P.S.H.C.E. – Pupils learn about the criminal justice system, through role play scenarios.  They will then follow the Kirklees Sex and Relationships Education Module, followed by ‘The Real Game’ Careers Education Unit.

Art – Pupils are completing their Hundertwasser inspired batik work.  Following this, pupils will study the human figure, with reference to Alberto Giacometti.  They will do a ‘life drawing’ and then use research material to create a wire and modroc sculpture.

French – Year 8 are working on Travel and Transport and will then be looking at jobs to earn pocket money and budgets.  They will complete the term with a short introduction to German in preparation for the transition to Shelley College.

Design and Technology – In Textiles pupils will design and make a pencil case to advertise a new sweet.

In Resistant Materials pupils will be learning about structures and competing against class mates to design and build the strongest structure within given constraints.

